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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims : 



1. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 
(a) receiving a first s earch query; 

receiving a second search ouerv: 
<£) determining a relationship between the fi rst search related-query related te thn 
s e arch quor y and the second search query : 

fe) determining a first article associated with the second search query; a**4 

(d) determining a first ranking score for the first article based at least in pan on data 

associated with the first s^r_cri_ge lat e d quer y: and 

outputting a search result comprising the first article . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the data associated with the 
first search_*^k*ed-query comprises a total selection score for the first searchfelated 
query. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2 wherein the total selection score 
comprises a total number of users that selected a result returned for a search for .he first 
search related query. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the data associated with the 
first search.reteted-query comprises an instance score for the first search f elated-query. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4 wherein the instance score 
comprises a number of instances the first article was shown in a search result for the first 
search r e lated q uery. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the data associated with the 
first search.fe*ated-query comprises a selection score for the first article. 



7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6 wherein the selection score for the 
first article comprises selections made in search results for the first search^felftted-query 
in a context of the second search query. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2 wherein the total selection score for 
the first search retete^query comprises selections made in search results for the first 
search.related-query in a context of the second s earch query. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4 wherein the instance score for the 
first search_f€4d4ed-query comprises selections made in search results for the first search 
related-query in a context of the second search query. 
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1 0. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5 wherein the number of instances the 
first article was shown in a search result for the first searchj^teted-query comprises 
instances included in a context of the second search query. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the data associated with the 
first search feleted-query comprises a second selection score for a second article 
associated with the first search r elated-query. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein determining the first article 
associated with the second_search query comprises determining the first article associated 
with the second_search query and with the first search y etefced-query 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 2 further comprising determining a 
first selection score for the first article when associated with the first search_feteted-queTy, 
and wherein determining the first ranking score for the first article based at least in part 
on data associated with the first search_relat0d-query comprises determining the first 
ranking score for the first article based at least in part on the first selection score. 

1 4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 2, wherein determining the -irst 

. article associated with the second_search query and with the first search^ related-query 
comprises: 
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determining an initial search result for the second search query, the initial search 
result comprising the first article; and 

determining that a search result for the first searchfekted-query comprises the 
first article. 



1 5, (Original) The method of claim 1 s wherein the first article comprises a 
representation of the first article. 



16. (Original) The method of claim 1 5, wherein the representation of the first article 
comprises a uniform resource locator. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 B wherein determining the first 
ranking score for the first article based at least in part on data associated with the first 
search relat e d -query comprises determining a number of times the first article was 
selected when included in search results for the first search ra toednquery. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 17, wherein determining the number 
of times the first article was selected when presented in search results for the first search 
reiated^query comprises determining a number of clickthroughs for the first article when 
presented in search results for the first search related-query. 
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1 9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 3, wherein determining the first 
ranking score for the first article comprises: 

determining a first initial ranking score for the first article when associated with 
the second search query; and 

calculating a mathematical function comprising the first initial ranking score and 
the first selection score. 

20, (Original) The method of claim 1 9, wherein calculating the mathematical function 
comprising the first initial ranking score and the first selection score comprises 
combining the first initial ranking score and the first selection score, weighted with at 
least one weighting factor. 

2 1 , (Original) The method of claim 20, wherein calculating the mathematical function 
comprising the first initial ranking score and the first selection score comprises 
combining the first initial ranking score and the first selection score, normalized with at 
least one normalization factor. 

22, (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising 

(e) determining a second article associated with the second_search query; and 

(f) determining a second ranking score for the second article based at least in part on 
data associated with the first search r elated auerv. 
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23. (Original) The method of claim 22, further comprising ranking the first article and 
the second article based at least in part on the first ranking score and the second ranking 
score. 

24. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 22, further comprising providing a 
search result for the second search query having the first article and the second article 
ranked according at least in part to the first ranking score and the second ranking score. 

25. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising receiving a third 
search qu ery: and determining a flooond rolato d -relationship between the third search 
query and related to t he second_search query, and wherein determining the first ranking 
score for the first article is further based at least in part on data associated with the s e con d 
rolatod t hird search query. 

26. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein determining the first search r elated 
query further comprises determining a query previously made consecutively wilh the 
second search query, 

27. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium containing program code, 
comprising: 

program code foT receiving a first search query; 
program code for receiving a second search query : 
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program code for determining a relationship between the fi rst search related-query 
r e latod to th e s e arch qucf ¥ and the second search query : 

program code for determining a first article associated with the second search 
query; and 

program code for determining a first ranking score for the first article based at 
least in part on data associated with the first search relat ed-query^and 
outputtin g a search result comprising the first article . 

28. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 27, wherein the 
data associated with the first seMch^lftted^query comprises a total selection score for the 
first search .fetoe^query> 

29. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 28, wherein the 
total selection score comprises a total number of users that selected a result returned for a 
search for the first search _relatod query. 

30. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 27, wherein the 
data associated with the first search.F^tet©d-query comprises an instance score for the first 
search Feteted-query . 
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36. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 3 1 , wherein the 
number of instances the first article was included in a search result for the first search 
feteted-query comprises instances shown in a context of the secondsearch query. 

37. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 27, wherein the 
data associated with the first searchj^ate^query comprises a second selection score for a 
second article associated with the first search rolatod query. 



38. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 27, wherein 
determining the first article associated with the second search query comprises 
determining the first article associated with the second s earch query and with the first 
s_earch r elated q uery. 



39. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 38, further 
comprising determining a first selection score for the first article when associated with 
the first search.releted^query, and wherein determining the first ranking score for the first 
article based at least in part on data associated with the first search fetoed-query 
comprises determining the first ranking score for the first article based at least ir. part on 
the first selection score. 
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40, (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 38, wherein 
determining the first article associated with the second search query and with the first 



determining an initial search result for the second search query, the initial search 
result comprising the first article; and 

determining that a search result for the first searchreteted-query comprises the 
first article. 

41 . (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 27, wherein the 
first article comprises a representation of the first article. 

42. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 41 , wherein the 
representation of the first article comprises a uniform resource locator. 

43. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 27, wherein 
determining the first ranking score for the first article based at least in part on data 
associated with the first search_feteted-query comprises determining a number of times 
the first article was selected when included in search results for the first search r elated 
query. 

44. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 27, wherein 
determining the number of times the first article was selected when presented in search 

11 



search reteted-query comprises: 



PAGE 12/20 * RCVDAT 10126/200$ 2:47:14 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVMSPTOffXRFOT * DN)S:2732880 1 CSID:336 607 7500 ' DURATION (mifrss):05-14 



10/28/2006 14:51 FAX 336 607 7500 



KILPATRICK-STOCKTON 



©013/ 



U.S. Serial No. 10/661,748 
Filed: September 12, 2003 

Amendment and Response to Final Office Action dated 09/22/06 



DRAFT 



results for the first seardifelated-query comprises determining a number of clickthroughs 
for the first article when presented in search results for the first search fefarted-query. 

45. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 39, wherein 
determining the first ranking score for the first article comprises: 

determining a first initial ranking score for the first article when associated with 
the seconc^ search query; and 

calculating a mathematical function comprising the first initial ranking score and 
the first selection score. 



46. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 45, wherein 
calculating the mathematical function comprising the first initial ranking score und the 
first selection score comprises combining the first initial ranking score and the iirst 
selection score, weighted with at least one weighting factor. 



47. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 46, wherein 
calculating the mathematical function comprising the first initial ranking score and the 
first selection score comprises combining the first initial ranking score and the first 
selection score, normalized with at least one normalization factor. 



48. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 27, further 
comprising: 
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{e) program code for determining a second article associated with the secondjsearch 
query; and 

(f) program code for determining a second ranking score for the second article based 
at least in part on data associated with the first searchrelatod query. 



49, (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 48, further 
comprising computer code for ranking the first article and the second article based at least 
in part on the first ranking score and the second ranking score. 



50. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 48, further 
comprising computer code for providing a search result for the second search query 
having the first article and the second article ranked according at least in part to the first 
ranking score and the second ranking score. 



5 1 . (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 27, further 
comprising computer code for determining a relationship between a third search <**^m4 
related-query andre tot e d to t he second search query, and wherein determining the first 
ranking score for the first article is further based at least in part on data associated with 
the third search ^ s e cond rolatod query. 
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52. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 27, wherein 
determining the first search rotated query further comprises determining a query 
previously made consecutively with the second search query. 



53. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 
receiving a firstsearch query; 
receiving a second search query: 

identifying a plurality of articles associated with the second search query; 

identifying a relationship between the first seatxh jelatod query h a ving o 
r e lationship to and t he second search query; 

determining at least one quality signal for a first article from the plurality of 
articles, wherein the quality signal is associated at least in part with the first search 
r e lat e d query; and 

calculating a first ranking score for the first article based at least in part on the 
quality signal : and 

outputting a search result comprising the first article . 

54. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 53, further comprising ranking the 
first article against at least some of the plurality of articles based at least in part on the 
first ranking score. 
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55. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 53, wherein the quality signal 
comprises clickthrough data. 

56. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 53, wherein the first ranking score for 
the first article is calculated based at least in part on the relationship of the first search 
r e lated query and the second search query. 
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